The Mayor’s chosen charity for her tenure is

Daddys With Angels

Daddys With Angels, although now a national charity, is

based right here in our borough. They fill a void to support

devastated parents and their families directly affected by the

loss of a child at any age or gestation and by any cause, and

are run entirely by bereaved dads, not for any material gain

but simply because they know how hard the loss journey can

be. A locally based charity who receive no central funding

yet make such a huge difference to so many with nowhere
else to turn whilst raising awareness and removing the

Daddys With Angels was created in 2010 and has grown
rapidly into one of the most used platforms in the Child Loss
Community.
It has it's base in Lowton and is run by Dan Hill and his team
of bereaved dads who all give their time for free to provide
support free of charge to families and individuals affected
by the loss of a child at any age or gestation and by any
cause. As well as providing that support they work tirelessly
to raise awareness of child loss and to break down the
barriers of talking about it.
If you or anyone you may know has been affected by the loss
of a child then please visit daddyswithangels.org and
request to join one of their peer groups.

taboos of child loss.

Please visit daddyswithangels.org

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
DWA are looking to partner with companies or
organisations as part of their Social Responsibility
Programmes. For more details please visit
daddyswithangels.org and message Dan directly.

For those who haven’t seen my ugly
mug before I am Dan Hill, Director of
DWA, a proud Wiganer, a lifelong
Latics fan and the proud father of
seventeen beautiful children .... twelve
of them are dead. I tell you this not to
shock you but to show you that with
the right support child loss is
survivable. I am a big man, a strong
man, I am ex-military, former close
protection, prison officer and bouncer
but nothing, NOTHING, in life can prepare you for the
devastation of burying your children. These losses shape you
forever and far too many bereaved parents have nowhere
to turn for one reason .... nobody will talk about it!!! Child
loss is a taboo subject because it’s so frightening. One in
four pregnancies end in a loss, fourteen babies die every day
in the UK and then add to that childhood illnesses and
accidents .... it’s staggering.
As we start our year as Mayor Klieve’s Charity I am sharing
these pictures. They are painful for me to look at but they
need to be shown. What you see is devastation,
hopelessness and pure pain; yet once the initial shock has
passed, once the last goodbyes have been made and the
rest of the world has moved on, where can bereaved parents
turn? Bereaved dads in particular find it hard to grieve.
Society traditionally expects them to ‘hold it together’ to be
‘the strong one’. It is no coincidence that as a result of men
not being given an outlet to grieve over 90% of relationships
fail after a loss. DWA (controversially) created a dads only
group where male family members could talk to one another
.… there are now over one and a half thousand doing exactly
that!! Our families group is for everyone affected by a loss
and members can talk about their angels and share their
journeys.

My final words are to thank
Mayor Klieve for choosing
DWA. Choosing a child loss
charity as the Mayoral Charity
is not only unusual it is
incredibly brave because it’s
every parents nightmare. The awareness this will raise is
immense and on behalf of DWA and I think the child loss
community as a whole …. thank you.

Current projects ...
The Memorial Gardens
Daddys With Angels as part
of their role as Mayoral Charity
will be heavily involved with
two memorial gardens in Leigh
and Westwood Cemeteries,
working with Andy Bond and
his amazing team and with
Mayor Klieve.
The gardens will become a
focal point where families can
remember their loved ones in
a peaceful and tranquil
environment.

The Headstone Project
Daddys With Angels currently support over 4000 bereaved
individuals and the percentage of those in the North West
is staggering. During a recent research poll we found that
almost a quarter of members don't have a permanent
headstone or memorial to remember their children.
Daddys With Angels aims to change that. It is a vital part
of the healing process to have a way, a place, a central focus;
yet it's out of reach for many bereaved parents who often
can't work following their loss. DWA is aiming to part fund
a headstone for members to give them this focal point. Why
don't we fully fund these? At DWA we encourage our
members to find their new normal, to find a path to survive
the devastation. By part funding we can encourage these
families to engage again, to fundraise, to take the lead in
something that will ultimately help them on their journey.

Daddys With Angels
in the Wigan Borough
One of our aims in the next twelve months is a one to one
visit service for any family needing an understanding ear.
Dan or one of his team can visit any bereaved family in the
borough and simply chat, have a cup of tea and above all
break the isolation. If any resident feels they would benefit
then please contact us.
This service, as with all our services, will be free of charge.

These spaces are an important step in removing the taboo
of talking about bereavement and are unique to the
Borough of Wigan.

Sibling Bears

For those who wish to mark special days, birthdays,
angelversaries etc. we produce beautiful personalised
graphics for members to share with family and friends
completely free of charge …. it’s just a nice way to say their
names, after all, that is what every parent we support
actually wants .… for their child to be remembered.

can feel isolated and forgotten. Many will not have friends
that have experienced loss and that can cause them to
withdraw from their previous circle and normal lives.

You will see a lot about DWA over the next year, events,
talks and awareness days, but if you can’t help with a
donation or can’t attend an event I would ask only one thing
as a fellow Wiganer .… if you know anyone who has suffered
a loss at any age or gestation please talk to them, talk about
their child, say their name .... no matter how hard it is for
you please think how hard it is for them.

DWA aim to provide a number of light up bears which will
be delivered with a journal to a child in this position. The
bears stay with them and share their daily lives. After two
months the child passes the bear to another family who will
do the same. The aim is that these children will build a
network and a peer support group, sharing their pain and
realising that they are no longer alone in their

Much as we try to protect them the siblings of a lost child

Please visit daddyswithangels.org

